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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE REPTILE DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE YEAR 1930 

During 1929 the Herpetological Department of the Society had one of 
the most successful years in its history, both from a scientific and an ex¬ 
hibit standpoint. 

STATISTICAL DATA: 

During the past year 591 specimens of snakes were brought in to the 
Zoological Society from San Diego County. In addition, 242 specimens 
were recorded from other sources, bringing the total for the year to 833. 
This compares favorably with 825 in 1928 and 1035 in 1927, the latter 
year having been our most successful year from the standpoint of num¬ 
bers. Our study of the snakes of San Diego County now extends over a 
period of seven years, having been begun on January 1, 1923, and our 
statistical and locality record covers a total of 5157 specimens, or an 
average of 737 per annum. 

In addition to the San Diego County specimens a considerable num¬ 
ber were secured from elsewhere in California, Arizona and Lower Cal¬ 
ifornia. Likewise, besides the snakes, large numbers of amphibians, 
turtles and lizards were exhibited in the institution’s collection. With 
Eastern and foreign museums and universities we exchanged a number 
of specimens and others were secured from collectors and dealers by pur¬ 
chase, so that at all times a favorable display was available. 

The public has continued to show a decided interest in the reptile col¬ 
lection and remains as always our principal source of supply. 

For the first time in the history of our department we were last year 
enabled to place a collector in the field. Through a co-operative ar¬ 
rangement with the San Diego Society of Natural History, Fred E. 
Walker was in the field from April 15th to August 31st. He collected 
in San Diego, Imperial, San Bernardino, Inyo and Mono Counties, secur¬ 
ing a large quantity of useful material for both institutions. It is to be 
hoped that a similar arrangement can be made during the coming spring, 
and that we can explore other nearby territory, particularly southern 
Arizona and northern Lower California. 

UNUSUAL SPECIMENS: 

Amongst the specimens worthy of comment this year that have been 
brought in alive, is first of all a specimen of the Mountain Garter Snake, 
Thamnophis ordinoides elegans, from Jacumba. This is the fourth speci¬ 
men of this species that has been brought in during the past seven years, 
and the first specimen from any area other than Laguna Mountain. 

For the first time we have had a specimen of the Black Whip Snake, 
Masticophis flagellum piceus, from San Diego County, this species hav¬ 
ing been previously recorded only from Lower California and Arizona. 
This, in fact, constitutes a new California record. Unfortunately, the 
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PACIFIC RATTLESNAKE 
Crotalus confluentus oreganus 

specimen was found on the road, having been recently run over by an 
automobile, and therefore was not available for our exhibit, nor was it 
eligible for a prize. It was taken in the vicinity of Dulzura where more 
specimens may be looked for. 

We have this year had the best series of Sidewinders from San Diego 
County of any season thus far, these having come from Borego Valley. 
It is expected that with the opening of the new road into that territory, 
more representatives of our desert fauna from this county will be secured, 
which heretofore have been available only from Imperial County. 

For the first time we have had a series of the Orange Salamander, 
Ensatina eschscholtzi, taken in the Sequoia Mine near Dulzura. Aside 
from one previous specimen, of doubtful classification on account of its 
condition, these are the first of this species to be taken in our county. 

REPTILE HOUSE OPERATION: 

The reptile house continues to show improvement and for the first 
time during the present winter there has been available a sufficient amount 
of rodents for food. 

By this means the condition of the specimens has been improved and 
we are in fact going through the winter season with a larger exhibit than 
has heretofore been shown. 

Mites continue to be our most serious problem and notwithstanding 
considerable experimentation no solution of the difficulty is available. 
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Various chemical washes and powders have been tried, but all seem to 
affect the snake eventually if not immediately. Mites are always worse 
in the late summer and fall. In this connection I would again mention 
the desirability of changing the character of the cages so that the spread 
of mites from cage to cage will not be so easy. I would not recommend 
the changing of all the cages, but rather the installation of an experi¬ 
mental group of a new type. 

When funds are available an outdoor snake pit, particularly for sum¬ 
mer exhibition purposes, should be constructed. However, such a pit 
should not be considered as a substitute for the present exhibit within the 
reptile building. 

PRIZES: 

The prize award system has again resulted in stimulating the accession 
of specimens, and should by all means be continued during the coming 
year. 

I recommend that the following awards be made for the past year: 

The first prize of $40.00 to Fred Brown, 3175 Cedar Street, San Diego, 
for 22 snakes, totalling 1220 points. 

The second prize to C. Martinez of Pacific Beach for 25 snakes, total¬ 
ling 590 points. 

Of the prizes for rare specimens, the first prize should go to L. Watts, 
4419 40th Street, for the specimen of the Mountain Garter Snake pre¬ 
viously mentioned. 

The second prize should go to John Cotton, 2432 Front Street, for a 
specimen of the Coral King Snake, this being the only specimen of this 
species secured during the past year. 

It is my recommendation that prizes in the same amounts be offered 
for the year 1930, and that publicity be given to the prize offer, so that 
specimens will be brought in as soon as the snakes begin to come out in 
the spring. As before, the prizes should be awarded on a basis of points, 
the rarer snakes counting for more points than the commoner species. 
CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS: 

Last year we continued to operate as a depot of the Antivenin Institute 
of America, furnishing that organization with a quantity of venom from 
our local and Arizona rattlesnakes. This venom they have utilized not 
only for immunizing horses in the production of antivenin, but likewise 
in investigating the variations in venom secreted by the different species 
of rattlesnakes. We have been able to furnish the institution with venom 
from some species that would otherwise not have been accessible to them. 
Interesting work is going forward on the classification of rattlesnakes 
based on venom differences. 

During the past year we have continued to have valuable co-operation 
from both the Santa Fe and San Diego & Arizona Railroads. The Santa 
Fe has forwarded a very large number of rattlesnakes from the Mohave 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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NEW NEWS AT THE ZOO 

Now is the time, if you are interested in reptiles, that you should be 
watching the likely places for them, for the best snake season is not in 
the heat of the summer, but during the months of April and May, when 
the greatest number of snakes are brought in to the Zoological garden. 
Especially is this true of the rare snakes which count for the greatest 
number of points in the collection. Some of the recent rare additions 
to the collections have been a Tantilla, brought in on February 5th by 
Mr. A. H. Schlanze from the Emerald Hills Golf Club, another of the 
same species on the 8th of February was brought in by L. Watts from 
Spring Valley. I his snake counts a total of 150 points in the contest. 
Another comparatively rare snake was a Spotted Night snake, counting 
50 points, which was brought in by C. S. Marsden from Loma Portal. 
The rules of the contest are printed in this issue of the ZOONOOZ, and 
if you are interested in entering, now is the time for you to take your 
boxes with you when you are out in the open. 

With the exception of the various rattlesnakes, there is no poisonous 
snake yet known to be indigenous to this county, so there is no danger 
to the collector, even to those unfamiliar with the reptiles of the locality. 
None could mistake even a small rattlesnake for a harmless species, for 
even when they do not give warning by their rattle, the broad spreading 
head, the blunt tail ending in the rattle are too clearly in evidence and 
too characteristic to mistake for the other species. 

Sassy Susie is the name with which the first Eclectus Parrot ever hatched 
and raised in the United States has been christened. It is probably 
Susie s sassy disposition which has had something to do with her rapid 
growth and development. She left the nest, as nearly as we could tell, 
on the day that she was three months old. She was fully feathered out’ 
and practically as large as her mother. In fact, to the causual visitor, it 
looks merely as though we had acquired a new adult female Redsided 
Eclectus Parrot. To the aviculturists, it is something most unique and 
extraordinary, for there is no previous record of such an event in the 
United States. 

ihe parents of Sassy Susie are persistent and continuous breeders, this 
being the fifth brood during the two years that they have been in their 
present cage. In one case only were the small birds hatched, and these 
were abandoned by their parents at less than two months old The pre¬ 
vious brood consisted of two birds of opposite sexes. The second egg 
of this brood disappeared before hatching, possibly being destroyed as 
unfertile by the mother. One pleasing feature of this incubation, is the 
excellent condition of the Eclectus hen. She is in perfect plumage and 
heavy as usual, being by far the handsomest bird in the group of’four 
in the same cage. She shows no effects of her constant brooding which 
she shares with no one. Her mate brings her food only when she is off 

incubadon 1CH * ^ ° nCe a day durin S the P eriod of 
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ANNUAL SNAKE CONTEST 
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO 

PRIZES 

For the rarest specimens: For the greatest number of points: 

First Prize $40.00 First Prize 15.00 

Second Prize 25.00 ■ Second Prize 5.00 

RULES 

Snakes must be found within the boundaries of San Diego County and 
turned into the Zoological Garden with full data as to the location in 
which they were found. Only live snakes will be accepted in the contest. 

POINTS 

1. Western Worm Snake.75 

2. California Boa .15 

3. San Diego Ring-neck Snake .10 

4. Western Yellow-bellied Racer .100 

5. Red Racer . 20 

6. California Striped Racer .10 

7. Western Patched-nosed Snake .40 

8. Lower California Leaf-nosed Snake .500 

9. Western Faded Snake .100 

10. San Diegan Gopher Snake .5 

11. California King Snake .10 

12. Boyle’s King Snake .10 

13. Coral King Snake .100 

14. Long-nosed Snake .20 

15. Tricolor Ground Snake .200 

16. Spotted Night Snake .40 

17. Pacific Garter Snake .200 

18. Mountain Garter Snake.300 

19. California Garter Snake .5 

20. California Tantilla .150 

21. California Lyre Snake .250 

22. Sidewinder .200 

23. Red Diamond Rattlesnake .25 

24. Bleached Rattlesnake .50 

25. Pacific Rattlesnake .25 

Any snake not in the above list captured within the confines of San 

Diego County scores 1000 points. 

—O— 

If we do not have a new baby in the primate collection to report with 
each issue of the ZOONOOZ, we feel as though something was missing 
from the number. This month we report the birth of the fifth child in 
the Green Guenon family, on March 13th. 
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SIDE WINDER 
Crotalus cerastes 


(Continued from page five.) 

Desert and from Arizona, thus greatly increasing the supply of venom 
to the Antivenin Institute, and likewise enabling us to broaden our 
rattlesnake investigations. 

Altogether during the past year 44.6 grams of venom from 336 rattlers 
were secured. 

During the past year one paper was published as follows: 

Range Extensions in California, Copeia No. 170, pp. 15-22. April 
30, 1929. 

Other papers are in progress, completion of which will depend on 
accession of addition material. 

L. Af. KLAUBER, 

Curator of Reptiles 

PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 
Please clip out and use the blank printed below for some of your 
friends whom you wish to visit the garden and cannot bring with you. 





















